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TERMS.—The Christian Telescope and Univer- 
salist Miscellany is published every Saturday morn- 
ing, and printed on good paper, with new type, in 
quarto form of eight pages to each number, with a 
couplete index at the close of the year; making in 
all 424 pages to the volume. 

‘The paper will be sent to subscribers at $3 per year ; 
or 82if paid within six months froua the time of sub- : 
seribing. 

{> To subscribers who receive their papers by 
stages (not im the mail) an additional charge of 25 cts. 
will be made. 

> Subscribers who do not give notice of their 
wish to discontinue their papers, at least one monta 
previous to the close of one volume, will be considered 
subscribers for the next, and their bills presented ac- 
cordingly. 

{> No subscriptions received for less than sir 
months, and no paper discontinued till all arrearages 
are paid. “f 

Those who are, or may become agents for this 
paper, will be allowed 12 1-2 cents for every subscriber 
obtained by them, and 6 1-4 per cent for all monies re- 
mitted by them to the Publisher. 








Miscellaneous. 


“Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in their graves shall hear his voice 
and shall come forth ; they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil 
anto the resurrection of damnation.” John v. 28, 29. 








[Continued from page 57.] 


Further; the 28th and 29th verses cannot be 
explained in a spirituel sense without involv- 
ing the greatest absurdity. A resurrection 
implies a change; it is taking men from one 
situation, and placing them in another, differ- 
ent from the former. But if the passage be in- 
terpreted of a spiritual resurrection, it makes 
confusion of the passage. It would then a- 
mount simply to this;—Those who are dead in 
sin experience agreat change,even a resurrec- 
tion; they are raised to that degree, that they 
are sunk much further than before. Or they 
are brought from a state of moral death, to 
what? a state of moral. life? No—they are 
brought from moral death to moral death ! that 
is, they have experienced noresurrection atall! 
Or in other words, their change is so great, that. 
they are in the same situation after they have 
a ase this change, as they were before. 

does not every person see that this entire- 
ly destroys the consistency of the text? Be- 
sides, the passage is introduced with a mark of 
attention—‘‘Marvel not at this!” But if Jesus 
meant nothing more in the 28th and 29th ver- 
sés, than he had tanght in the 25th, he must 
have trifled with a solemn subject. Suppose a 


| what he had alteady stated several times be- 


| situation of the Jews asa nation.* By this 


a speaker, after having dwelt a considerable 
‘time upon a subject, should call our attention 
as thouzh some new subjet of importance was 
about to be introduced, and then should repeat 


fore. Weshould think the man was partially 
deranged, or that he was sporting with his au- 
dience. But Ged forbid that we should ascribe 
such conduct to a Teacher sent from heaven. 

You apply this passage to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and represent it as expressing the 


application you admit that our Savior did 
change the subject of disec:rse. Why then 
do you contend that the 28th and 2%h verses 
must be interpreted in the same manner as the 
25th ; and at the same time interpret them es- 
sentially different? But I would ask, on what 
authority do you apply this passage to the Jews 
as a nation, and confine it to the destruction 
of Jerusalem ? There is nothing in the con- 
text which justifies this. The Jews asa nation 
or the destruction of Jerusalem are not spoken 
of, nor even alluded to in the passage or its 
connexion. Not one word in the whole con- 
textcan be found which authorizes such a 
construction of the text. Neither will the pas- 
sage bear a construction so limited. The lan- 
guage is universal,‘ All that are in their graves.’ 
—There is no more propriety in applying 
this to a part of mankind than there is in ap- 
plying those passages which speak of Christ’s 
dying for all,to a part of mankind ; which 
application you would be the last to admit. 
Besides, we have already seen that the passage 
‘speaks of those in their Literal graves ;and 
certainly you will not pretend that all the Jit- 
erally dead were raised to life in the apos- 
tolic age. Ifwe should admit that this resur- 
rection was spiritual, the passage then could 
not bear your construction. Ail men in a 
state of moral death did not hear the voice of 
the Son of God, that is,the gospel, atthat pe- 
riod. It cannot be said with a shadow of pro- 
priety, or even of truth, that the gospel was 
preached to the whole human family, at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

We will go still farther, and for argument’s 
sake, will admit that the resurrection wag spir- 
itual, and that the applied to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Now I abk, in. what 
sense did the Jews hear the voice of the Son 
of God at that period? They did not cer- 
tainly hear the preaching of the gospel ; , 
for those Christians who were at Jerusalem 
were commanded by our Savior himself to 
leave. the city, and flee into the mountains. 
Neither is it probable that one tenth part of 





should be granted that the gospel was preaclr- 
ed at the destruction of Jerusalem, this would 
not answer the description of the passage. 
Thetext undoubtedly means something ; it ex- 
presses something which does not ordinarily 
take place. Now suppose that the gospel was 
preached at that period; this is nothing differ- 
ent from what takes place at other times, and 
so does not answer the description given in the 
passage. They must hear the voice of Christ 
in some extraordinary manner, in order to 
come up to the sense of the text. But in what 
sense did they hear this voice at the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem’? Jesus made no personal 
appearing at that tinve. They could not hear 
the voice of the Son of God at ail, unless the 
besieging army be considered that voice. But 
who will admit an absurdity likethis? If the 
besiezers be the voice of Christ, then every 
besieged city hears that voice; then tle 
Jews did net hear that voice in ‘the apostolic 
age any more than they did when Nebuchad- 
nezzar raised their city to the ground, and car- 
ried them captive to Babylon. But away with 
absurdities like these.—But in what sense were 

the Jews raised at the destruction of their city ? 

Were they made better or more virtuous? No 

—those who were sinful, remained so. Now 

this resurrection, to mean any thing, must 

mean that their state was altered either for the 

better or for the wotse. They were not made 

better, for the passage says, they came forth to 

condemnation. It follows then that they 

were made more unhappy, and plunged deep- 

erin misety. This,one would think, appears 

more like stinking than raising them. Onan a 

single instance be produced in which the sa- 

cred writers, or any others whatever, express 

the destruction of Jerusalem, or any other city 

by the term, resurrection? We should call 

that writer a maniac, who should call the cap- 

ture of a city, a resurrection. 

Again; you apply this passage to the des 
truction of Jerusalem, at which time you main- 
tain that a special judgment took place. Now 
the Jews were rewarded according to their 
deeds,during the ages which preceeded the de- 
struction.of Jerusalem, or they were not. If 
they were not, then many of them went out of 
the world without an equitable retribution; then 
many will be punished in a futyre;world, ev 
the system for which you contend must be fa'se. 
But if the Jews, and consequently all ofhers, 
were rewarded in this world according t6 their 
deeds, in the ages which fol- 


lowed the destruction of their cityy as they 

must have been to avoid a future 

there is net the least propriety nappy: 
he 








them ever did hear the gospel. And if it 
| “Lect. pp.376, 377, 
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tl 
apostol ing 
this passage to the ie age. pas- 
sage, on your construction, teaches nothing 
but a retribution, and might as well apply to 
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the landing of our forefathers at Plymouth, as 
to the destruction of Jerusalem. For on your 
scheme, men are rewarded according to their 
deeds at one period,as muchasat another At 
the destruction of Jerusalem men received no 
more than they justly merited, and according 
to your views, they have received that in all 
ages; consequently the passage in question ap-| 
plies to the destruction of Jerusalem, no more | 





than to the year of jubilee under the law. 

The method you adopt to prove that the | 
passage in John applies to the destruction of| 
Jerusalem, is to consider it paralled to the one | 
in the 12th of Daniel, which is supposed to ap- | 
ply to that event.* In the first place, it is not 
absolutely certain that the passage in Daniel | 
alludes tothe destruction of Jerusalem by the 
tomans. But if this should be granted, it| 
furnishes no proof that the passage in John al-| 
ludes to thesame event, ‘I‘hereis no evidence | 
at all that our Saviour borrowed his language | 
from Daniel. In fact, the phraseology of our | 
Saviour in the passage before us, is entirely | 
different from that used by Daniel. There is| 
scarcely one term used in common by them. | 
Now how can it be pretended that our Saviour | 
borrowed his fanguage from Daniel, when _ his 
language is entirely different from that used by 
the prophet? But if it could be proved that 
Christ borrowed his language from the passage 
in Daniel, it would not follow that he al- 
luded to the same event that Daniel did. Who 
ever has examined the subject with attention 
will be sensible, that even when the writers of | 
the New Testament quote the precise language 
of the Old Testament, they frequently accom- 
date it to the subject of which they are treat- 
ing, when this subject is entirely different from 
that to which this language originally applicd. 
And as this is true of quotations, it surely can- 
not be pretended that two writers are describ- 
ing the same event, because their language is 
somewhat similar. All the accounts we have 
of the invisible world, are given in language 
borrowed from this. _But what rational man 
ever thought that God possesed a corporeal 
body. from the fact that words are applied to 
him, which were originally applied and are 
constantly applied to the humansystem? John 
in describing the saints in heaven, says, they 
were clothed with wiite robes with palms in 
their hands. But who would understand this 
in a sense strictly literal, because this language 
was borrowed from literal objects ? 

You cannot be so ignorant of the scriptures 
as not to know that the sacred writers, when 
speaking upon one subject, frequently borrow 
language, which originally applied to another. 
And will you rest your.exposition of the pas- 
sage, before us, upon a principle which you 
will aclmit to failin very many cases? Give 
me the latitude which youtake to apply John 
v. 28, 29, to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
I will engage to prove any thing, or rather to 
disprove every thing, and leave you in scepti- 
cism. There is not a passage in the New Tes- 











“Reply to Merritt, p. 16. Lectures, & 





tament which you apply to a future state, but | his day, believed in a resurrection of the dead, 
that may be explained away in the same man-' both of the just and unjust. It cannot be pre- 
ner. ‘lake for example 1 Corinthians, 15th| tended that Paul inthis passage adinitted their 
chapter, where a rerurrection is taught. You} views for the sake of justifying himself, for he 
who apply the passage in John tothe destruc-| says im the passage, that he has hope towards 
tion of Jerusalem, contend that the 24th of| Ged in this resurrection. From this passage 
Matthew applies to the same event. Now| we learm that there is a distiiction of charac- 
there is a much greater similarity beween the | ter among the dead, as well as among ihe liv- 
phraseology of certain passages in the 24thof| ing. ‘The apostle speaks of the dead ia gen- 
Matthew and the isth of Corinthians, than} eral; he then divides them into two classes, 
there is between the passage in John aud the | the just and wajesi. This incontrovertibly 
one in Daniel. Examples. In Matthew we} shows that all do not beceme holy at death, 
read repeatedly of Christ’s coming ; in Cor-| There will be a resurrection of the just and 
inthians, of “those who are Christ’s at his com- | unjust, as such. "They will retatm their char- 
| 


ing.’ Matthew says, “then shall the end/acters inthe resurrection. The just will be 
come ;” Paul says, “then cometh the end.” | raised to happiness ; and the unjust to misery; 


Matthew speaks ‘‘of the sound of the trumpet” | or, as our Saviour expresses it in the pissage 


Paul says “ the trumpet shall sound.” Now| we have already examined, “they shall come 


| this proves that the apostle in the 15th of Cor-| forth unto the resurrection of damnation.” 


inthians was speaking of the destruction of| The resurrection ofthe just & unjust, ef which 





| pare the passages directly together. 


Jerusalem, as clearly as you can prove that | 
the passage in John applies tothatevent. In | 
fact the proof is much more to the point; for 
weare not under the necessity of calling in 
the visions of Ezekiel to our aid, and travel- 
ling through the vision of Daniel, but can com- 
Not only 
the 15th of Corinthians, but every passage 
which you apply to a future state, can be ex- 
plained away in the same manner; and did it 
not look too much like trifling with the sub- 
ject, we should apply your method of interpre- | 
tation toevery passage which is thought to ap- 
ply to a future state of being, and show that| 
they can all be made to apply to the present | 
world, as well as the passage in John. Per-| 
haps you will say that there is something in | 
the passages which will not allow of their be- 
ing applied to this state of being. I answer, 
there is something in the passage in John which 
does not allow such an application,as we have 
already seen. Iam fully persuaded, that with 
no more ingenuity than I posess,I can take 
every passage which you apply to a future 
state, and interpret them as applying to this 
world, and justify the interpretation by argu- 
ments of the same nature of those which you 
adopt to avoid a future punishment. 

The exposition we have given of John v. 28, 
29, is confirmed by other passages which speak 
of the resurrection. When Paul was accused 
and brought before authority,and was,permitted 
to speak for himself, he says in his defence, 
among other things, ““Andhave hope towards 
God, which they themselves also allow, that 
there will be a resurrection of the dead, both 
of the just and unjust.”* Here the apostle 
speaks of a resurrection of the dead. ThisI 
think you will admit, is a literal resurrection. 
And this resurrection is general. Paul not 
only says there shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, but he particularizes and says, “both of 
the just and unjust.” And this he speaks of 
as atruth generally admitted—a truth “which 
they themselves also allow.’” Thus it appears 
that not only Paul, but the people generally in 


» Acts xxiv. 15. 











pars of the object. 


the apostle speaks, cannot be a spiritual resur- 
rection ; for we have already seen that a spirit- 
ual resurrection ef the unjust involves a sol- 
ecism; as it supposes that they are raised 
from moral death to moral death, which is no 
resurrection at all. That rewards and pun- 
ishments will be administered at the resurrec- 
tion, appears from the language of the divine 
Teacher. “For thou shalt be recompenced at 
the resurrection ofthe just.”’* ‘These passages 
plainly teach us that there will be a resurrec- 
tion of the just and unjust, as such: that one 
will be rewarded, and the other punished ; and 
so they go directly to confirm the exposition 
we have given of John v. 28,29. From what 
has been offered upon this passage, I think it 
obviously appears that there will be a general 
resurrection of the dead at some future period, 
and that a state of rewards and punishments 
will follow that event. 


* Luke xiv. 14. 


INTERESTING VIEWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 
we. 9. 

At first'sight, all the parts of the deposition 
appeared to me very harmonious or convergent. 
Nevertheless, I discover in them many varie- 
ties, both in the form, and’ matter. In these 
I perceive, at least apparent contrarieties— 
I see difficulties respecting certain points of 
genealogy, certain places, certain persons, &c. 
and I do not immediately find the solution of 
these difficulties.. ; 

As I have no secret interest to believe those 
difficulties insolvable, I do not begin by imag- 
ining they are so, I have studied the logic of 
the heart and of the head; and am not entire= 
ly ignorant of criticism. I collect the pas 
sages: I compare them together: I examine 
them minutely, and borrow the aid of the best 
interpreters. I see, that the difficulties very. 
quickly diminish, that the light every moment, 
increases, expands by degrees, reflects from, 
every side, and illuminates the most obscure, 
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If, notwithstan ling, here should be corners 
which the light has not brightened to my 
wish ; if there remain shades which 1] cannot 
dispel, it does not theref we come into my head, 
and far less into my heart, to draw conse- 
quences against the waole of the deposition : 
hecause those thin shades do not overpower 
the lizht, which the prominent parts of the 
picture so strongly reflect. 

J am, indecs, at liberty to dont; th- phil- 
osophical dou'st is the very road to truth: but 


Tam 191 at liberty to fail in honesty, because | 


true obilosopiay is absolutely incompativle with 
dishonesty, and because the philosophy of the 
heart is superior to that ofthe head. if, in 
the critical examination of any author what- 
soever, I am always to couduct myself by the 
most sure and common rules of interpretation ; 
if one of those rules directs me to form my 
judgment upon the whole of the circumstan- 
ces; if another teaches me, that slight difficul- 
ties can never invalidate that whole, when in 
other respects it bears the most essential char- 
acters of truth, or at least of probability : why 
should I refuse to apply those rules to the ex- 
amination of the present deposition, and why 
should not I judge of this deposition by its 
whole ? 

Do not those apparent contrarieties, those 
oppositions as to certain names, those difficul- 
ties of various kinds, indicate most clearly, 
that the authors of the different parts of the 
deposition have not copied from one another, 
and that each of them has related what he 
knew from the testimony of his own senses, or 
had heard from eye-witnesses ? 

If the different parts of the deposition had 
borne a great resemblance to one another, not 
in the form only, but in the matter, should I 
not have had cause to suspect, that they had 
all come from the same hand, or that they had 
been transcribed from each other ? and would 
hot this suspicion, which is both just and nat- 
ural, have greatly weakened the validity of the 
deposition ? 

Am I not much better satisfied, when I see 
one of those authors thus begin his narration? 
“Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to 
set forth in order a declaration of those things 
which are most surely believed among us; even 
as they delivered them to us, who from the be- 
gining were eye-witnesses and ministers of the 
word : it seemed good to me also, having had 
perfect understanding of all things from the 
very first, to write unto thee, in order that 
thou mightest know the certainty of those 
things wherein thou hast been instructed.” — 
DoI not feel my satisfaction increase, when I 
read in the principal composition of one of 
the first witnesses, “He that saw, bare record, 
and his record is true; and he knoweth that 
he saith true, that ye might believe?” Or 
when I read in another composition of the 
same witness, ‘That which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes. Which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have 
— of the word of life, declare we unto 


| 
' 





CLACULAR LETTER. 

To the ministers, Delegates; Churches and 

Societies, belonging to the Genesee Association 

of Universalists ; and io brethren of the Abra- 

hamick faith to whem the grace of God hath 
appeared, 

Betovep Breturen :—God, in his good 


bating the New-York State Convention. It 
was further voted with but one dissenting voice 
that a convention of any kind is not needed 
under existing circumstances to secure union 
and harmony among us. It should, however, 
be remarked, that some are undoubtedly will- 
ing, at any time when it shall become expedi- 





providence, having again favoured us with an 
opportunity to meet in annual council,I am in- | 
structed to communicate to you such inteli-| 
gence as has been received regarding the ad-| 
vancement of our Zion in the region embraced | 
in tie territorial boundaries of this association ; 
and to inform you of what, in the estimation | 
of your brethren of the council, will be promo- | 
tive of the spread of truth, the establishment | 
of peace, and the increase of righteousness 
within our borders. 

By refering to the minutes of our proceed- 
ings, which accompany this letter, you will | 
find that ministering brethren, whose lives are 
devoted to the cause of Christ, and whose la-| 
bours are generally approved, owned and bless- | 
ed, were present on the happy occasion, and 
took part in the active duties and deliberations 
ofthe council. It is with mnch pleasure that 
we inform you our consultations were attended 
with peace. The utmost harmony and good 
will prevailed during the session, and no root 
of bitterness was permited to spring up to mar 
our happiness or dishonour our profession. 

The public exercises of the occasion were 
characterized by a good degree of perspicuity, 
a suitable seriousness, and were attended by 
demonstration and power. The several dis- 
courses were heard with devout attention, and 
apparently, recieved into good and honest 
hearts. A respectable congregation attended, 
and evinced their readiness to hear the truth, 
and a disposition to improve the word of 
life by a well ordered conformity to its moral 
requisitions. Gratitude to God, faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and love to all mankind, 
seemed to be the predominating emotions in 
every heart. 

Four new societies, which had previously 
been organized according to law, were re- 
cieved into’ fellowship; and it was peculiarly 
gratifying to learn, that each society represent- 
ed in council, was in a prosperous condition, 
having been owned and blessed by the Master 
of assemblies. It is believed that no diminu- 
tion, but rather an increase of zeal exists a- 
mong the brethren; and, judging from pres- 
ent appearances, we conclude, that a firm res- 
olution has been very generally adopted by 
our brethren, to persevere in the good cause 
of truth and holiness, until our endeavours to 
emancipate the world from mental bondage, 
and deliver mankind from sin, misery, eccles- 
iastical oppression, clerical domination, the 
slavery of errour—the death of the soul, shall 
be crowned by the God of Israel with a glori- 
ous triumph. 

The subject of a Convention was deliberate- 
ly and candidly discussed in council; and a 
free expression of the sentiments of the breth- 
ren was given by an unanimous vote,disappro- 





ent, to have a convention or general council 
organized, provided it could be composed of 
delegates from the respective associations to 
be selected by the unrestricted will of their 
constituents. But any limitations or restric- 
tions upon .the freedom of the brethren, will 
doubtless be repugnant to the feelings of every 
member of the association, and detrimental to 
the cause of mental and spiritual liberty. 

Delegates were appointed to meet with oth- 
ers from sister associations at Auburn on the 
third Wednesday in October next, (now pres- 
ent,) to confer on the subject of a convention ; 
and the brethren throughout this part of the 
heritage, will look with deep solicitude to the 
result of their deliberations. Much good, it is 
hoped, will resuit from a candid consideration 
of the subject; aad it may be confidently ex- 
pected, that such measuresyill be recommend- 
ed, as shall be adapted to the restoration of 
more perfect harmony among us, and the per- 
petuation of that unexampled prosperity which 
has hitherto attended our exertions. 

Having adverted to the more important de- 
ings of the association, it remains to recom- 
mend to the different societies and individuals 


| within the jurisdiction of this association, such 


measures as in our opinion are calculated to 
subserve the interests of our Zion. 


It is therefore affectionately recommended 
to the brethren composing the different socie- 
ties in fellowship, to give increased attention 
to a wholesome and Christian discipline.— 
Such is the frailty of human nature, that any 
cause, however good in itself, may suffer from 
want of attention to the means neccessary to 
promote good order in societies. Social com- 
pacts are designed to promote improvement, a 
knowledge of the truth, and a growth in grace 
among the members, by concentrating the wis- 
dom of the wise, and the prudence of the pru- 
dent, that an union of the wisdom of the many 
may be felt by each individual within its in- 
fluence. Hence, unless the body be kept 
pure, and a zealous attention be paid to the 
conduct of each member ofa society, the ob- 
ject cannot be obtained. And beside all this, 
should a laxity of discipline prevail, the world 
which has fixed its scrutinizing eye upon us, 
will be likely to discover our faults and charge 
them upon the doctrine we profess. 

The comparative infancy of our cause, the 
rapid accession of believers, the diversity of 
opinion neccessarily existing among usin con- 
sequence of the prejudices of education, and 
impressions received in early life, as well as a 
prevalent and well: grounded apprehension, 
that, we like other denominations, may adopt 
a too rigid policy, are so many causes of any 
want of regularity and discipline that may be 
recognized in our order. But these impedi- 








68 CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 











ments, it is believed, may be removed by mu-| day to day, until the year shall have brought |talk by a young preacher, who, no doubt, im- 


tual concessions on all subjects of minor im-|@bout another happy anniversary convocation ;| agined, that he was diffusing an overflowing 
portance, and a prudent adaptation of proper | then, if Heaven permit, may we again be al-| portion of light to bis hearers darkened un- 
means to the great end in view. It is there- lowed to confirm each other’s hope in God ; | derstandinzs.. I have seen others, who spent 
from theace forward, from year to year, may! much time in giving the opinicn of cele- 


fore, respectfully suggested, that societies | 
should be composed of such as are truly mor-| 


our 


faith in impartial goodness be more and! brated commentators and the contradicto- 


al and have the good of the cause at heart—! more established, until, when called to bid ry opinions of the christian world ov it.. 


And none should be permited to take upon 
themselyes the name of Christ, but such as 
give evidence of sincere intentions to do hon- 
our to the profession ; for it is not the number, 
but the character of professors, that consti- 
tutes the criterion by which we are to judge 
of our prosperity. 

The moral duties and religious obligations 
which devolve upon us all, are so generally 
understood, that in recommending their par- 
ticular observance it is not neccessary to enu- 
merate them. While those who believe in the 
doctrine of himited grace, fee! themselves 
bound to love God and keep his command- 
ments, how much ought we to strive to walk 
hlameless in all things. Believing, as we do 
that God first loved us—that the way of trans- 
gressors is hard—that in keeping the com- 
mandmentsthere ic great reward—in.a word, 
that virtue and peace, are inseparably connect- 
ed; how great are the inducements for us to 
deny ungodliness? We rejoice in believing 
that a full assent of the mind, to the doctrine 
we profess, has ever produced the most desir- 
able consequences ; and this consoling consid- 
eration is esteemed as an earnest of greater 
improvements in morals and religion than have 
ever yet been realized. 

A liberal support of the preached word, we 
confidently belneve, will be instrumental in pro- 
moting the tender charities of Christianity .-— 
Thus believing, it becomes a duty to recom- 
mend to your particular attention, vour minis- 
tering brethren. It is not our desire. that you 
should injure yourselves or them, by an inju- 
dicious bestowment of your temporal favours ; 
but after having satisfied yourselves of their 
usefulness in building up the cause of God 
and of truth, it is: your duty to see that their 
wants are. supplied. 

No man-can deny that preachers of the im- 
partial grace of God are.called to endure re- 
proach and many indignities on account of 
their profession; nor will it be pretended that, 
as a class of people, they asnire after-torbidden 
emoluments. Be entreated,then, brethren, to 
feed them when hungry, to clothe them with 
the products of your flocks, when neccessary ; 
and, by your suitably generous gifts, keep them 
from an. exposure to the untold mortifications 
and miseries of uncommiserated indigence.— 
By so doing you will eaable them, with more 
devotedness, with. more confidence,, and with 


adieu to sublunary things, we may, without a 
doubting emotion, treed with joy and confi- 
dence the valley of the shadow of death, and, 
realizing all our blissful expectations, go home 
to our God, our Father, and our eternal Friend. 
Py order of the Association. 
L.. S. Everert.. 





Telescope and Miscellany. 


“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 








Provivencr, Saturpay, Oct. 27, 1827. 








FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
“I have preached righteousness.” 
psaLms xl. 9. 

This should be well considered by those- 
tedious divines, who are so fond of dis- 
playing their grammatical skill their logical de- 
duction, and their metaphysical analysis and 
disquisitions, to the after neglect of preaching: 
righteousness to the people. When a person 
attends church, it is for the purpose of receiv- 
ing instruction, and praising God. But, 
whether the mode of preaching used by some 
preachers,is calculated to instruct,requires but 
little thought to decide. In speaking on this 
subject, I shall first consider the faults of preach- 
ers; or what they ought not to preach; second- 
ly their requisites; or what they ought to 
preach. 

1. By the end of any performance, ought 
the means to be judged of. If it be the end 
of the preacher to communicate instruction, 
all, beside that, is folly; and the means, not 
adapted to that end, are improper. How ab- 
surd it is fora preacher, when his audience 
sit waiting for instruction, to display his skiJ] 
in logick, by dividing his text into. subjects; 
to tell his hearers, that such an assertion is a 
major proposition, a minor, or a consequence, 
that itis an abstract conception, or that it is a 
universal or particular proposition! Not less 
absurd is it, to waste thé hearers precious mo- 
ments, in. grammatical disquisition; telling 
them that such a word is a demonstrative pro- 
novrm that such an one is a verbregular, in the 
present tense ; or that it has no nominative, 
either expressed or understood. Butby far the 
most absurd is it, to talk metaphysically, be- 
fore persons, whose-avocations exclude them 
‘from the attainment of such sort of knowledge; 


more resolution, to combat the unseemly er- _ who may admire the learning of the man,, 


rours of the world, and propagate the sublime 
doctrines and precepts of the gospel of God. 
Finally, brethren, we presume to tender you 
our regard and unabated affection; praying 
Aiinighty Love to: bless; you with ail temporal 
and spiritual blessings: May you each and 


‘his acquirements. Such preachers would deal 
in such, words as essence,substance, mode, ad~ 
just, opposites, end, means, &c. ac. &&c:; about 





all, enjoy the. smiles of your Redeemer from 


but despise the preacher, for such a display of 


what their hearers know as much, as-a ehild 
of two. years old does, of Newton’s:Optics. F 
hase seen. 3: whole: forenoon spent im this. ~ 





Beside these faults, there is ancther one 
which is too prevalent to be wholly eradi- 
cated; and that is, the telling an audience a 
world of things coneerning a future statc, for 
whieh no other support can be given, but tlie 
imagination of the ;reacher. Indeed, the 
scripture declares, that there will be a state of 
immortality and incorruptibility beyond the 
grave; but it says nothing about the mode of 
existence, the business engaged in, and the 
language spoken there, which many an enthu- 
siastic preacher has been too apt. to inculcate, 
and that, too, from his own imagination. 

Another fault is the use of words belonging 
to poetry, or words, which are uncommon on 
any account. This practice is extremely sub- 
versive of the grand aim of preaching, which 
is, to preach instructively. I grant that there 
may be some wio are acquainted with poetry 
in the auditory; nay, some who know even. 
the meaning of these words; but this is the 
case with but few; and the less learned part 
are excluded from receiving their share of in- 
struction, by the preachers attempting to please 
the learned and polite part of his hearers; 
which is highly improper. Nothing is more 
absurd that this practice. 

2. Iam now to consider those things which 
preachers ought to preach. And that, in one 
word, is righteousness. A man, who pays re- 
gard to his subject, and endeavours to preach 
the gospel of Christ with simplicity, will not 
be apt to spend his time on barren explications, 
and. verbal, criticism ; he will tell his hearers 
what will conduce to their happiness,. and the: 
way toattain it. He will clothe his ideas im 
words which, even. a child can understand. 
He will not amuse them with fantastical stories: 
about a world to come, when the scriptures say: 
but little about the unseen world. He will be 
careful to choose those texts, which influence 
the conduet and lay before the. will, weighty | 
arguments to: induce it to act right ; he will ap~ 
peal to, the. hearers feelings; he. will incite 
them to practice virtue, by holding forth the 
happy effects, which attend it; and not by tel-- 
ling them, that they, will receive a recompence: 
in a future world. 

Moreover a preacher shoul‘ instruct his hear 
ers in the truths of the gospel; and particular 
ly in those. simple and divine. truthswhich the 
parables inculcate; whichare good examples: 
of a mode of instruction, suited for the pulpit: 
In this inimitably simple strain, spoke the Sa- 
viour of the world, te the great instruction 
the poor and the illiterate; and he who takes: 
it for a model,, will: speak te the: same-effect. 
They come home-to men’s bosoms,.by presen 
ing: images. to. their minds, whieh ave as 
as the meridian sun. Of this kind are the 
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, 
parables of tie good Samaritan, tie wheat and 
chati, the sower and the seed, tae prodigal son, 
and many others. ‘Tuese are so abuudautly 
mstructive, that many inddei writers have de- 
ciared the bible to abouad in morality the most 
excellent to be found in ull bovks eise in tne 
world. Aud he, who preacaes this morality, 
uaadultered with the creeds aad vpinions vi 
men, will instruct his hearers iit the glorious. 
truths of the gospel, and can truly congratulate 
hinself, as tae psalimist expesses it, tilat he 
has preached riguteousness.” 

iu justiticatioa of what I have said about 
not preaching what reiates to futurity, I will 
offer the remarks following. ‘Tue Bible men- 
titus but liitie in regard to a world to come ; 
aad what little it does mention, is mere sug- 
gestion, probably because a more explicit state- 
ment ef the joys of the eternal world, would 
spring in our minds a dissatisfaction with our 
present estate, and a longing after the worid 
to come, to the neglect of doing those things 
belonging to the world which now is. Indeed, 
it speaks oa the faci, that “this mortal wiil put 
en immortality, and this corruptible put on in- 
corruption,” but, about the locality, the time, 
the manner, of our resuscitation, it does not 
say a great deal. Now it is reasonable to ar- 
gue, that since the scriptures lay less stress 
upon the things as appertaining to the world 
invisible, we should say but little on them like- 
wise ; we mean to erect our imagerative opin- 
ions into an equality with revealed truths; 
which, from the mode of speaking about futu- 
rity, manifested by some preachers, it appears 
that they are too forward todo. A great deal 
ofadvantage accrues to- society from the ban- 
ishment of the ill practice: now mentioned.— 
The Bible, from its containing much superior 
instructions to that of other books, ¢oncern- 
ing our conduct in this world, is meant for 
our guide here below, and not for a revelation 
of things to. take place in the world to come ; 
about which the sacred authors are wonder- 
fully silent. From all these considerations, it 
is improper for a preacher of the Gospel to 
lavish his. time for the purpose of talking on 
the subject of a world to. come; and also it is 
proper, to pay as much regard asin him lies,to 
the dissemination of instructive truth, such as, 
m speaking on the parables, I had a cause to 
point out. And if he do this, he may feel a 
confidence, that he has faithfully acquitted 
himself of the duties devolving on the minis~ 
terial function.; he may, in the-strain of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, exclaim, ‘I have 
fought the good fight,” or, in the. style of the 
poet of the Hebrews, “I have preached. right- 
*ousness..” 

Tam aware, that there exists a difference of 
Opinion as to several texts, which seem. to. in- 
timate, that they relate: to a world to come.— 
T also know, that it is impossible precisely. to 
settle the due application of these passages ; 
and, by. that consideration, conclude, that it 
is useless, and even harmful, to debate on them 
sotong as the Scriptures, furnish an inexhaus- 
thle storehouse of obxious truths. which-illum- 








| inate the mental horizon like the meridian sun. 
| And it is plainly the province of a minister of 
|the Gospel to decline controversy in the pul- 
pit, when it is of no effect, towards setting the 
siyniiication of passages of Scripture which are, 
jobscure. And, (to conclude,) nx will be con- 
|sidered a “faithful minister of the new testa- 
ment,” who follows the course, delineated a- 
bove ; and may congratulate himself, with tie 
plaudit of David, “i have preached righteous- 
ness.” 
J. F. M. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


PRINCE-STREET CHURCH. 
Mr. Evrrorn—Having been a spectator of 
certain transactions connected with the late 
difficulties which have existed in the Universa- 
list Church in Prince Street, in this city, in 
relation to Mr. Kneeland,,their late pastor, and 
having read, in your paper, what I conceive 
to be false, in justification of Mr. K. from un- 
der his own hand, in his communication in 
No. 5, p. 37,, I have thought it expedient, for 
the TRUTH’s SAKE, to offer something by way 
of undeceiving the public. 

The four resolutions, of the Church and 
Congregation of the First Universalist Society 
in the city of New-York, March 28th, 1827, 
are the principal props on which Mr. K. de- 
pends for the support of his character in this 
business. The Trustees, and others who had 
previously complained of Mr. K’s. strange man- 
agement in the pulpit, (as will fully appear by 
documents published by Mr. K. in his paper,.en- 
titled Mr. K’s. resignation,) committed them- 
selves by voting for those resolutions, which 
were prepared by, Mr..K’s. particular adherents, 
and can be recieved by sober minded men, in 
no other light than. a fulsome offering on the 
alter of Mr. K’s. vanity: The motive assigned 
by the Trustees for their imprudent vote, 
is, in charity, abundantly satisfactory; and 
as will appear, goes to show the moral. tur- 
pitude of the part acted by Mr. K.. in 
this shameful business. The Trutees’ motive 
is the following : A desire to forbear as much 
as possible,in the hope ef a change for. the 
better. They had been accused of hostile 
feelings towards Mr. K. and they even went so 
far as to make a sacrifice of propriety,.to show 
the falsehood of the accusation, and the dis- 
position they posséssed to conciliate and har- 
monize. How this meek spirit has been met 
and reciprocated by Mr. K..and his adherents, 
will appear. 

Mr..K. says,“T remained hut five Sabbaths af- 
ter these resolutions were passed; during which 
time, I know of nothing which gave offence, 
on my part,. till the day I left.” I know of 
something on Mr. K’s. part which gave of- 
fence, and will mention it. Mr. K. iiformed 
two individuals, who remonstrated with him on 
the: injurious consequences of his. preaching, 
that he would preach no more offensive ser- 
mons.. To their astonishment he did not keep 
his word! I. would ask Mr..K.if he did. not: 





days after the confession was madc by him, in 
the Prince-Street Church, to the Hudson Riv- 
er Association, there convened, (on the afier- 
noon of the third day of their session, ) that he 
meant to deceive one of those individuals at 
the time the assurance was said to be given? 
‘If to be a deceiver, is not to be an offender, 
then words have lost their meaning. 

Mr. K. says, of the charges brought against 
him in the N. Y. Telescope, ‘I knew some of 
them to be totally false,and others grossly mis- 
represented.” ‘The Trustees have publickly 
challenged him to prove the falsehood of any 
of their charges; and they have gone so far 
as totell him he cannot do it! They are too 
great a tax on his vanity to be suffered to re- 
main a moment, if there was even ashadow 
of probability of succeeding in an attempt to 
disprove them. I consider Mr..K’s. reference 
to the ministers composing a part of the Hud- 
son River Associtation, as a measure which 
would result in satisfaction; but the satisfaction. 
would proceed from a different quarter than” 
some might anticipate. 

Mr. K’s. justification of his conduct, by ad- 
ducing his adherents’ approbation, is peculiar 
to himself; and being the only means left him, 
is not so very extraordinary. However, ifthe 
rule will work,, the Jews who crucified Christ, 
could have justified themselves, had they re- 
sorted to a similar expedient, by a greater 
number of voters! This business looks like. 
following the multitude to do evil,.and then 
adducing the fact of their being a multitute’ 
engaged in the work of iniquity, to prove that 
evil is good ! 

Mr. K’s, reiterated assertion that the charges: 
are “totally false, or grossly mirrepresented,” 
is labour in vain. His expression -of. pity, 
and readiness to forgive them, on discovering. 
signsof their repentance, is a speciesof finesse, 
which cannot be woven into a cloak. large and 
thick enough to cover his sores, and to hide 
the nackedness of his cause. Notwithstand-- 
ing Mr. K’s. professions of good will,.and his 
readiness to retract his. errors in the “Olive: 
Brauch,” when it is shown that he has pub-- 
lished any, it has been shown that he publish- 
ed and approved from the pulpit, Owen’s Athe- 
istical Oration,. and the “Olive Branch” is si- 
lent.on that subject. Shall the public con- 
clude that Mr. K. considers.said Oration to. 
contain only truth? It is proper to say, that 
the aggrieved party do not deal in “‘hemlock,, 
fire and. fagots ;” they only aim to “ suppress. 
error” with truth. 

In the Minutesof the Hudson River: Asso~ 
ciation is found Mr. K’s. concession, in which: 
he says,, “I deeply regret that I have expressed. 
myself in such languoge as to be understood 
to doubt these truths ;” that is,. the truths of 
Revelation. This deeply regretted larguige: 
caused all. the difficulty in the Priace-Street. 
Church. The four resolutions;.and Mr. K’s.. 
muititude,, must be weighed in this: balance.. 
It neither can nor shall be: avoided ; and into 
the scale containing Mr- K’s.. muititude, who 





know. of this, on. the [8thof’ September, four 
= H 


approved. his conduct,,and. the four resolutions, 
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Mr. K’s. 


which were offered as a sacrifice to 








vanity, and to appease the wrath of him and | structiont” doc. 


his friends, shall also be thrown his humble 


In the next paragraph, he takes notice of a 


declaration, that “I should do the same again, | common objection, which is urged against the 


were I to be again placed in the same, or like 


situation.” wp 
T have read, Mr. Editor, of “ establishing 





any law or gospel can be found which will es-| 

tablish the iniquity which has been practised | 

in this city, by the persecutors of the Prince-| 

Street Church, alias Mr. K. and his deluded | 

adherents. A SPECTATOR. 
New-York, Oct. 5, 1827. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY 
Mr. Editor—I have lately perused a sermon | 
entitled ““Godthe Saviour ofall men,” deliv-| 
ered in Medway, Mass. in June last, by Ly-| 
man Maynard, Pastor of the Society of United | 
Friends in that place. 


In offering remarks upon this discourse, we | 
have but one design, which we will frankly | 
Our intention is to call the mind of| into rest.” 


express. 


the author to a reconsideration of some parts 
of said discourse, which appear to us irrecon- | 
{must receive adequately for all: his sins.”— 


cilable, and unsupported by Scripture. 

Presuming that the author will not mistake | 
our motive, we shall proceed to point out the | 
sentiments which to our minds appear to 
clash. 

Under the first department, the Author at- 
tempts to shew how the living “God is the Sav- 
ior of all men ;”’ and proves that they are saved 
by the mediation of Jesus Christ, consequent- 
ly that by this mediation God is the Saviour of 
all men. On page 7 he states the way in 
which Christ will effect this salvation. “He 
is our Saviour by imparting to us divine in- 
struction, &c. It is by having a sincere be- 
lief in Jesus Christ, and possessing a true 
spirit of holiness that we are delivered from 
the condemning power of sin, do enter into 
rest,’ &&c. The way in which this holiness is 
obtained is by the ‘‘ working of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Huly Spirit.” 

Under the second department he attempts to 
show how God is the especial Saviour of the 
believers. 

On page 9th, the author says, “He is in a 
more especial manner the Saivour of believers, 
because they are always delivered from the 
‘condemning power of sin.” Again, page 10, 
Believers may rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory ; because by believing they receive 
the remission of their sins,and enter into rest,” 
&c. While on the other hand, unbelievers so 
long as they are in unbelief are under condem- 
nation; ‘‘for he that believeth not,is condemned 

already and the wrath of God abideth on him.” 

Thus far (if we understand Mr. Maynard ) 
he teaches, that salvation is effected by faith 

in Christ, and the washing of regeneration, 
with the renewing of the holy spirit. He 
says, “by believing, they (believers) receive 
the remission of their sins, and enter into 
rest.”” If we would know how this is brought 
about, we are told, on page 7, that Christ is 


sentiments of Universalists. The objection re- 
gards the licentious tendency of the doctrine, 
and that it excludes the necessity of a prepara- 
iniquity by law;” but I shall question whether | tion for death. 


After stating what he understood, by a pre- 


paration for death, viz. a preparation for beav- 
en : He proceeds to state, page 11. “Ifa per- 
son dies in sin and unbelief, we do not believe 
that he is going to heaven in that character, 


but that he must enter a state of suffering, 
where he must receive adequately for all his 
sins. And this punishment we believe to be 
the means of grace; a mediatorial work con- 
ducted and carried on by the Son of God, to 
effect the salvation of the sufferers. 

If we are not greatly in the dark, our Au- 
thor is at war with his own reasoning. On 
page 10 he tells us ‘“‘by believing they (sinners) 
receive the remission of their sins and enter 
But no suchienity will be ex- 
tended to a person who dies in his sins; “ he 
must enter into a state of suffering, where he 


Here, belief is excluded,the working of regene- 
ration done away ; and there is no renewing of 
the holy spirit ; in a word, the cause of salva- 
tion or economy of grace is suspended, and 
suffering comes in, to accomplish what could 
not be accomplished by the holy spirit !— 
Thereis no longer a chance for the sinner to 
believe and enter into rest, for he must enter 
a state of suffering,where he must teceive ade- 
quately for all his sins.” 

This we must confess is a singular doctrine, 
and we are left to guess by what it is support- 
ed, as our author has produced nothing ine 
proof. He only believes it to be so: but does 
he suppose that his readers will believe just 
what he believes, and merely because he in- 
forms them that he believes it ? 

I would ask the preacher why the sinner, 
may not believe, receive the remission of sins, 
enter into rest, and be saved by the washing 
of regeneration there as well as here? Why 
Christ may not impart divine instruction there 
as well as here ? And what evidence he has, 
that all will not be the subjects of this faith, 
this grace and instruction, and in this way the 
subjects of salvation? And whether this may 
not be accomplished without being plunged 
into a state of suffering after death ? 

But our author says in this paragraph, “‘as 
long as a man is in sin and unbelief, he must 
suffer condemnation and misery.” What con- 
sistency then, is there im saying that if a per- 
son dies in his sin and unbelief (which implies 
that he is already in a state of suffering) he 
must enter into a state of suffering ? We do 
not discern the force or propriety of such lan- 
guage: 

Again; our author says, “this punishment 
we believe to be the means of grace ; a media- 
torial work, conducted and carried on by the 
Son of God, to effect the salvation of the suf- 








‘our Savour, by imparting to us divine in-|ferer.” This is a strange doctrine; plunze 


asufferer into a state of suffering to effect his 
salvation!!! 1 should be gratified, could I 
learn what our author builds upon; I wish he 
had given us evidence for this sentiment or 
withheld it from the public. We should sup- 
pose it a means of grace to pour oil and wine 


-|into the wounded sufferer, to effect his salva- 


tion. This would be a mediatorial work and 
worthy of the Son of God, “ who came not to 
destroy men’s lives,but tosave them.” But to 
cast a sufferer int» a state of suffering to save 
him, is a means of grace we do not coinpre- 
hend. 

Besides, what evidence has our author that 
suffering will purify the soul and prepare it for 
heaven ? ‘That punishment will produce that 
holiness of heart ‘‘without which no man can 
see the Lord?” : 

T conf:ss it is impossible for me to reconcile 
the sentiments advancedin this discourse with 
themselves, or with the scriptures. I see not 
how some sinners are to be saved by faith and 
the holy spirit and others by suffering. How 
some are to receive the remission of their sins 
in this world, and enter immediate happiness 
in the next, while others are to suffer adequate- 
ly for all their sins in a future world, and thus 
suffer out their salvation ! 

Finding no way outof the dark entrances in 
whichI am involved,by reading this discourse, 
I solicit assistance fromthe author. 


CYPRIAN. 


REXTARKS 
On Mr. Kneeland’ s “Declaration of Faith 


and mode of Preaching.” 
It appears from the preamble of Mr. K’s. 


(declaration, that he wishes the publick to un- 


derstand that his faith is the same as that of 
the great body of the Universalists, composing 
the General Convention, the several associa- 
tions, Churches and Societies of our order.— 
But this is a gratuitous declaration, We have as 
good an opportunity of knowing the views of 
our order as Mr. K. and we assure our readers 
that they contend for the credibility and gen- 
uincness of all the books of the Old and New 
Testament ; and receive them as authority for 
the decision ofall controversies upon doctrinal 
subjects, as well as upon all matters which re 
late to practice. Nor do we believe that an 
instance can be cited, in which an individual 
of our order, (Mr. K. excepted,) has ever call- 
ed in question the authority of any of the books 
ot the New Testament; or treated the lan- 
guage of the writers cavalierly, or started 
doubts and cavils, without attempting a solu- 
tion of such doubts. Indeed, we should un- 
hesitatingly pronounce such conduct as an evi- 
dence of deism in disguise, and withdraw our 
confidence and respect for him, as a minister. 
Mr. K. cautions his readers not to indulge 
the thought that what he now writes is at va 
riance with his declaration hefore the Assocr 
ation ; for he gives us to understend that they 
perfectly harmonize in his own mind. 
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how are we to acquit him of the charge ofdupiic- 
ity? He certainly gave the Association (at 
least as many of theim as had any confidence 
in his sincerity,) to understand that he be- 
lieved m the genuineness of all the books of 
the New Testament; for he made no reserva- 
tion in that declaration ; no distinction what- 
ever. Let that declaration speak for itself. 
“[ hereby. solemnly and sincerely declare, 
that { do dimly believe in the truth and Di- 
vine authenticily of the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testameuts; as containing a suffic- 
ient revelation from God to man, relative to 


the periections, will and purpose of God, and | 


the final destination of man; and that they 
contain evidence sufficient of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, as the founda- 
tion of the Christian hope ef life and immor- 
tality. 

“1 do further declare, that if any thing has 
been expressed either in my preaching or wr!- 
ting inconsistent with these views, it was not 
intended as such, and I deeply regret that I 
have expressed wryself in such language as to 
be understood to doubt these truths. 

(Signed) ABNER KNEELAND” 

There appears to be nothing in this, either 
by expression or implication, but what was ev- 
idently designed to leave an impression with 
that body, that My, K. heartily and sincerely 
believed in the divine authenticity of all the 
books of the Old’and New ‘Testament—But 
what does he now say? Why that, “there is 
no necessity of undertaking to defend the gen- 
uineness of all the books of the New Testa- 
ment; nor any of them except those whose gen- 
uineness has never been calied in question : 
viz. the Gospel according to Luke, the Acts 
of the Apostles, and the known Epistles .of 
Paul. And even these may have some early 
interpolations which it would be impossible 
now to detect. 

The import of this language is plainly this— 
There is no good evidence for believing in the 
divine authenticity of any part of the New Tes- 
tament, except the writings of Luke, and a 
part of the writings of Paul—and is this lan- 
guage in strict accordance with that which he 
used before the Association? Or had Mr. K. 
a secret reservation at that time, which the de- 
sire of acquital prompted him fo deny on the 
plainest construction of language! - 

In whatever light these contradictory state- 
ments may appear to others, we confess that 
to us they carry the evidence of great disin- 
genuousness: Nor would Mr. K. have been 
8 readily forgiven by the Hudson River As- 
sociation, had they have thought that he disre- 
garded the testimony of eight or nine writers 
of the New Testament; giving credit only 
to two, and doubting even a part of their tes- 
timony! : 

But aftér all, what evidence have we that he 
believes the record of Luke? For Luke was 
Rot an eye witness ; and we have been repeat- 
edly told of his eaviling at the testimony of 
this Evangelist, because he wrote simply what 


was reported by others. And have we any 
better evidence that he respects the testimony 
of Paul? We have not; for the obloquy he 
has thrown upon the character of this apostle, 
in his letter tothe Trustees of the Prince-St. 
|Church contains evidence prima facia, that 
he considers Paul adeceiver! We regret to 
say it; but tous his professions appear too hol- 
low to win our confidence.” At one moment 
|he appears to be a down-right sceptic, and at 
| the next, a vain aspirant, grasping at what he 
/can never reach; viz. a prominent rank 
| among the powerful defenders of Christianity. 
| Ifthe latter be the object of his ambition, we 
‘regret that he should evince so great a want 
of judgment as to abandon a great part of the 
New ‘testament writers in the outset of his 
attempt. 

There is, to us, such an excessive vanity ap- 
parent in the late productions of his pen, that 
we often turn from them with the mingled 
|emotions of pity and disgust. And Mr. K. 
| oughe to be told, that he is foaming out his 
own shame, when he speaks of the unskilful 
physicians ; the clergy that have gone before 
him. For were he to live yet fifty years ; un- 
less he grew in wisdom as rapidly as he has 
grown in vanity for a few years past ; his best 
efforts would bear no comparison to those of 
Bonnet, Paily, Watson and others, who have 
written in deience of the Christian revelation. 
Should he persist in professing to believe the 
Christian religion, we hope, for his own cred- 
it and the credit of the order, that he will cease 
to imitate, both in his preaching and writings, 
the noxious examples of Hume, Voltaire, Bo- 
linbroke, Volney, Palmer and Paine. 


EDITOR. 





PROCEEDINGS 
Of the General Convention of Universalists of 
the New-England States and others, in an- 

nual session, at Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

Sept. 19 and 20, 1827. 

On Tuesday evening, 18th ult. the Ministers 
and Delegates composing the General Conven- 
tion, assembled according to adjournment, at 
the house of Br. Hurling, and joined in sol- 
emn prayer with Br. P. Dean. 

1. Proceeded to organize the Council by 
choosing Br. H. Ballou Moderator. 

2. Appointed Brs. T. F. King and P. Dean 

lerks. 

3. Chose Brs. J. Potter, P. Dean and J. 
Moore a Committee to receive requests for 
letters of fellowship and ordination, and report 
thereon. 

4. Adjourned the Council until Wednesday 
morning 8 o’clock, then to meet at the Colum- 
.bian Hotel—Prayer, by Br. N. Wright, Jr. 

Wednesday morning 8 o’clock, met accord- 
ing to adjournment—Prayer, by Br. W. Skin- 
ner. 

5. Proceeded to read the several epistles 
addressed to this body by Societies in its fel- 
lowship ; and we are happy to state, that the 
intelligence thus received was-highly calcula- 





ted to cheer the hearts of the faithful. 


6. A communication was read by Br. H. 
Ballou, stating in substance, that he was au- 
thorized by Mr. Richard Carrique to say that 
he (R. Carrique) had withdrawn his connex- 
ion fromthe Convention. 

The Council was then suspended for public 
worship. 

Order of Morning Service. 
Introductory prayer, by Br. C. G. Parsons. 
Sermon, by Br. J. Potter, from I, Cor. xiii. 13. 
Concluding Prayer, by Br. N. Wright Jr. 

7. Voted to accept the following report.— 

“The Committee appointed at the last Ses- 
sion of the General Convention, to consider 
whether it be expedient to establish any gener- 
al rule, in addition to former usage, as to the 
admission of applicants for fellowship as preach- 
ers of the gospel, report, 

That in their opinion, it is desirable that 
some additional rule be established. 

And they would suggest the expediency of 
appointing, at each Session of the General 
Convention, a Committee, or Committees to 
whom candidates during the following year 
shall apply for examination in secular and sa- 
cred learning; of which Committee or Com- 
mitees it shall be the duty to examine such ap- 
plicants, with special regard to their literary 
and theological acquirements, and their talents 
for sermonizing, and if satisfied therewith, to 
give them acertificate accordingly, which shall 
be produced by said candidates, as their recom- 
mendation, on applying to the General Conven-. 
tion for its fellowship. 

Hosea Ballou, 2d. 
Sebastian Streeter. 
Paul Dean, 

Hosea Ballou. 

8. Voted that the above recommendation be 
adopted as a vote of this Convention. 

9. Suspended the Business of the Council, 
to attend public worship. 

Order of the afternoon sevice: 
Introductory prayer, by Br. O. A. Skinner. 
Sermon, by Br. 'T’. F. King, from Matt. xiv. 

31. 
Concluding Prayer, by Br. Wm. S. Balch. 
10. Br. P. Dean brought forward the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution, which were u- 
nanimously adopted. ‘Whereas inthe progress 
of the Societies of Universalists in the United 
States, and the multiplication of associations 
in fellowship with this Convention, claiming 
the same power—composed of the same mem--: 
bers, and extending over the same territory— 
there is not that perfect order in their govern- 
ment and proceedings desirable to be preser- 
ved. Therefore, 

[ T'o be concluded.} 


‘ 


THE GOSPEL PREACHER. 

The first No. of this work will be published, on or 
about, the first of November, next. [= It is partic- 
ularly desired that persons holding subscription pa- 
pers for the work, should forward them, or the list of 
the names, to the publisher, by the lst of November 
that he may be enabled to judge, in some measure, of 
the No. of copies necessary to be published. . 
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PAarvied, 

In this town, on Sunday evening last, by the Rev. 
Mr. Brown, Mr, Rufus Greene, Jr. of Warwick, to 
Miss Mineva B. Sutton, of this town. 

On Thursday evening jast week, by the Rev. Mr. 
Crocker, Mr. Edward Grattan, Printer, of New-York 
to Miss Mary Stillwell, of this town. 

On Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Brown, Mr. 
John R. Dennis, of this town, to Miss Hope Ann 
Rhodes, of Pawtuxet. 

On Tuesday evening, 23d instant, by Rev. Mr. 
Pickering, Mr. Jonah Moore, to Miss Elizabeth Pat- 
ten, all of this town. 

On Wednesday evening,by the Rev. Dr. Edes,Mr. 
Horatio Rogers, to Miss Susan Curtis, all of this 
town. : 

Same evening, by Rev. Dr. Edes Mr. Edward 
Pearce, to Miss Harriet Bullock, eldest daughter of 
Richmond Bullock, Esq. all of this town. 

In Bristol, Mr Jeremiah S. Greene, to Miss Mar- 
tha H. Munro.—Mr. William Peck,to Miss Sarah 
T. Hatch—Mr..Simon H. Eckerman,to Miss Betsey 
Mo Greene. 

In Cranston, on Sunday evening last Mr. Josiah 
Cothran, of this town, to Miss Julia Ann Pratt. 

In Swanzy, Capt. Salsbury Luther, formerly of 
Warren, to Miss Betsey Eddy, of fall River. 

In Montgomery, Mass. Mr. Peleg A. Rhodes, of 
this town, to Miss Eliza Avery. : 

In Plymouth, Mass by Rev. Mr. Freeman, Mr. 
Warren Lucus of Carver, to Miss Charlotte Hath- 
away, of the former place. 


Died, 


In this tewn, on Thursday morning last week,Mr. 
Thomas Simmons, aged 62, formerly of Charleston, 
8. C. and for several years past a resident in this 
town. 

On Thursday last week, at the country residence 
of h, father, Miss Cornelia Arnold Burges, aged 23, 
daughter of the Hon. Tristam Burges. 

In warwick, Miss Sally H. Greene, in the 23d 
year of her ago. 

In Carver, Mass. on the 7th inst. Mr Luther 
Shurtliffaged 38 years. 








Died in Carver, Mass. on the I6th instant, after a 
short and distressing illness, Mr. Nathaniel Atwood, 
Jr. in the thirtieth year of his age. 


Cease, tender parents, cease to mourn, 
Your son has gone to rest ; 

Free from all those tempestnous storms 
Which trouble every breast. 


He'll ne’er return to you again 
r son + world of pain ; 
though his change, is loss to 
Tis his eternal gain. , _— 


His earthly pilgrimage is closed 

a dropped SE mess clay ; ; 
xchanged corruption, sin and d 

For immortality” s mm 


The Lord. he gave and has a right 
To take away same ; 
Methinks I hear you, all 


Yes ! “Blessed be his namx” , 








SINGING SGEOOL. | 


A Socirty Singing Schocl is commenced at the 
Vesiry of the Universalist Chapel. Young ladies and 
gentlemen desirous of acquiring a knowledge of sa- 
cred music, will call at the Vestry this evening or on 
Tuesday evening nxt. 


QUARTERLY CONPERENCE. 

A Quarterly Conference of Universalist Ministers 
will be holden at CENTRAL-FALLS, near Paw- 
tucket, on Tuesday, 30th inst. Discourses will be 
delivered, Morning, Afternoon and Evening. 

{3’Ministering brethren in adjoining ‘States are 
respectfully invited to attend. 


JUSI PUBLISHED, 


And for Sale at this Office, A Series of Letters, 
addressed to Rey. Hosea Baxzov, of Boston ; being a 
vindication of the Doctrine of A FUTURE RET- 
RIBUTION, against the principal arguments used by 
him,Mr. Bacroor, and ders. yy Cuarres Hupson, 
Pastor of a church in Westminster, Mass. Printed 
by D. Watson, Woodstock, Vt. 307 pages 8vo. Price 
$1, bound and lettered. 


AGENTS. 


The following gentlemen, are authorised 
and requested, to act as agents for the Teles- 
cope and Miscellany, and the Gospel Preach- 
er: their receipt will be valid, for all money 
paid them 'on our account. (No persons, 
other than the following, are authorised to act 
in that capacity ; nor will we hold ourselves ac- 
countable for money paid to any other. 

RHODE ISLAND. Mr. Ephraim Miller, Paw- 
tucket—Sabin Allen, Central-Falls—Joseph Jenks, 
Valley-Falls—Parker Borden, Esq. Bristel—Dyer 
Child, Warren. ‘Jonathan Wales, Woonsoket-Falls. 

MASSACHUSETTS. Rev. Paul Dean, Rev. Se- 
bastian Streeter, Boston—Wm. Brown, Esq. P. M. 
Plymouth—John Maxim, Carver.—Capt. Seth Al- 
jen, Halifax.—Josiah Perkins, Teunton—C. H.Burr, 
Swansey.—Rev. R.L.Killam, A. Allen, Attleborough 
—Pearley Hunt, Esq. Milford—E. F. Ensign, Fsq. 
P. M. Sheffield—I. Benjamin, Esq. P. M. Egremont 
—Rev. George Messinger, Great Barrington and 
Mount Washington—Lucius Smith, Fall River—Eb- 
enezer P. Sherman, Vewport—Rev. L. Maynard, 
Medway—Rey. Jacob Wood, Shrewsbury.—Charles 
Bradburne, Lowell. 

CONNECTICUT. George Spafford, Windham— 
Jesse Spafford, Williamantic—Rev. J. P. Fuller, 
Stafferd—Dr. Daniel Hutchenson, Lebanon—Rus- 
sel Canfield, Hartford—Levi Work, Eastford. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. C. Benton,Esq, Lebanon— 
Rev. Edward Turner, Portsmauth—Samuel €C. Ste. 
vens, Dover—Timothy Pickering, Richmond. 

MAINE. Rev. W. A. Drew, Gardiner—Ed. Oxford 
Observer, Vorway—Eli Gould, Portland —George 
Bradburne, Saco. 

NEW-YORK. George M. Bourn, Asa Holden,Rev. 
Adin Ballou, New-York City—Beekman Huling, 
Balston-Spa—Matthew M. Standish, Plattsburg— 
Rev. David oe Saratoga-Springs—Sumuel In- 
gersoll, Ithica—Andrew Phares, Sulina—Ch’s 8. Bev- 
erly, Syracuse—Rev. W. I. Reese, West-Mendon— 
Rev. N. Stacy, Hamilton—Orrin Strong, Byron— 
Horace Richmond, Canadagua—Horace Ballou, 
Mapehete, ath Brush, Ptne- Plains. 

NSYLVANIA.” Jason ~Wilson, Esq. Great- 
Bend—Rev. T. Fisk, Phi hia. 

VERMONT. Rev. 8. C. Loveland, ing—Rev. 
R. Bartlet, Hartland—Rev. Ezekiel Vose, Wash- 
ington—James Fuller, Wardsboro’'—Samuel Cham- 
beriain : Barton.—Asa Barton, Woodstock. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. B. F. Richardson, No. 
272, King-st. Charleston. 

OHIO. Editor of N. Reportor, Norwalk Huron Co. 
—Wm. Jones Esq. Chilicothe. 

«”", All ministering Brethren, Post Masters and Ed- 
itors, favourable to our publications, 














are likewise re- 
quested to act as agents{for the same. 
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SAMUEL W. WHiELER, 
Has for snle, at J1) 1-2, Wesminister-strect, 
The ioliow:ng Books, aad Paniphlsts. 
The Christian Telesccpe, vols. Lend? bound. 
Ballou’s No‘es on the parsbles. : 
do. Letters to Walton and Buckminister. 
- Sermons on various subjects. 
Os Chatechism, 4th Edition. 
Balfour’s, Ist an! 2 Inquiry. 
“ Reply te Sxbine. 
Kneeland and McCaila’s controversy. 


do. Translation of the New Testament: 
- Sermons cn various subjects. 
Pickering’s Hyinn Books in plain and ornamental 
binding. 

do. Reply to Dr. Carpenter. 

do. . Sermonsen various subjects. 
Thompson's Chrtstian Guide. 

do. Lectures. 


Life of Rev. John Murray. 

Six Sermons, by an Episcopal Clergyman. 

Canfield’s Review of Hawes’ Letters. 

Light of Trath and Pleasure of Light. 

Whittemore’s Dialogue on 25th Chapter of Mat- 
thew 

do. Chatechism. 

Hudsons’ Letters to Rev. Mr. Ballou. 

Sermons by Kev. Messrs Dean, Bisbe, Streeter and 
Fitz. 

Many of the above will be sold very low. 

Subscriptions received for the Christian Inteligen- 
cer, Religous Inquirer, Universalist Magazine, Gos- 
pel Preacher, and Christian Telescope. 

Persons having Books or Pamphlets, loaned are re- 
quested to return them. 


PROPOSALS 


FOR PUBLISHING A MONTHLY ‘PAMPHLET’ ENTITLED 


Tye Gospel Preacher. 


Yhe Publisher of the Curistian TELESCOPE AND 
Usiversatist Miscxe.iany, as the means of dissem- 
inating the pure principles of Universalism, and of 
subverting the deleterious effects of the numerous 
sectarian tracts, with which our land is at present 
completely inundated, and which he conceives to be 
only calculated to poison the —- mind, and to 
render it the passive, and desponding subject of error, 
doubt and tormenting fears ; proposes publishing by 
subscription, a month mphlet of 16 es, octavo, 
entitled THE GOSPEL REACHER ; each No. 
to contain two Original Sermons, fromthe pens 
living Universalist Ministers, and each designed to 

ive a clear and full explanation of some passage 
fioly-writ, and to — the true principles of the 
Gospel as understood by Universalists. Bs, 

This work will be issued on the most economical 
plan, so that it may be afforded at such a price, as to 
ensure its gratuitous circulation by such indivi 
as may be disposed to forward’ the important object 

CONDITIONS. 


THE GOSPEX PREACHER, will be published 
on the first Wednésday of each month, handsomely 
printed on fine paper, and neatly stitched in 
covers, and will be sent to subscribers at $1 per. 
year in advance ; and whenever 1000 subscri are 
obtained, the Publisher pledges himself to reduce the 
price to 75 cents. 

The work will be commenced as soon as a suffic- 





dient number of subscribers are obtained to warrant 


7 shee the 'T lescope and are 

ea nts for the Te i ; 
oil to use their influence in prec 2 
bers for the Gospet Preacuenr, and to act yy 2 
for the same. [(7 Every 5th. copy allowed to those 
who obtain 4, or more subscribers, and become ac- 
countable for the same. . 

LF Subscriptions to be returned by the first of No- 
vember, next, to JOHN S. GREENE, Publishit 
of the TELESCOPE and MISCELLANY, Prow- 
dence, R. I. . - 

September 8th, 1827. 
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